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A WRLOMAN TETZAVEH
GoacdpdATS
MesBear Rabbi, Cantor, Parents, and Friends;
Today in the Synagogue we read the Torah portion Tetzaveh. This Torah portion describes
the service in the Tabernacle and what clothes and garments the sons of Aaron, who served
in it, wore. In the very end of this Torah portion we learn about the incense altar. This
was a small, little, gold covered altar which stood inside the Tabernacle, itself. It was
not seen by the people. Only the priests could go into it and no big sacrifices were
2crificed on it. Only some sweet smelling spices were placed on it. The description of
s altar is placed out of order. All the other items which were inside the Tabernacle,
¥ :1f, were described in another Torah portion. Only the little gold incense altar is
>ribed in this Torah portion right after we learn about the special clothes or uniform
‘hat the priests had to wear. Why should this be so? The answer, I believe, is that all
the priests when they were serving in the Temple had to wear the same clothes. This was
to teach them that their outer dress was not important. They were not supposed to try tov
impress each other by their clothes. What was important was their inner spirit. They had
to perform their services with a loving open heart, with integrity and with kindness. This,
too, is what the incense altar stood for. Incense is something intangible. You can't feel
or touch or hear it but you know when it is there even if you can't see it. The Hebrew
word for incense is Ketores and the Rabbis say that each letter of that word stands for
four spiritual qualities. It stands for Kedusha, or self-restraint or refinement; Tahora,
integrity or purity; Rachameem, mercy or kindness; and Tikvah, hope or optimism. In order
to serve in the Temple one had to have these qualities. He had to have a certain refinement
or the abxliéy to talk to people, integrity, compassion, and a hopeful attitude. The
Rabbis.teach us that life is like a Temple, that in order to be successful we, too, must
have these qualities. We must be refined, have integrity, be merciful, and have an optimistic

attitude. I hope and pray that as I émﬂgﬁha I will always have these qualities. I hope

serdpters
that I will always give my parents and friends naches, that I will be a refined, honest,
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kind, cheery person. At this time I would like to thank my parents for all the love and
AND

devotion they have showered on me. I would also like to thank the CantorA the Rabbi eume

YR for helping to prepare me for my Bar Mitzvah. Hay I grow up to be a credit to

my religion, my community, and my family. Amen.




